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Connecting our Rural City

Mayor’s 
Message
Welcome to the 
August edition of 
Connecting our 
Rural City, your 
Council newsletter. 

It's been another busy month at Council 
with the highly anticipated transformation 
of the Visitor Centre and Costume and 
Kelly Museum nearing completion.
The project will see a new visitor 
services area and exhibition space, with 
views across Benalla’s iconic Monash 
Bridge, and a centrally located cinema 
and lakeside restaurant. 
We are thrilled that the project will 
also deliver toilets and change room 
facilities for our magnificent Splash 
Park. Another exciting development is 
the construction of an accessible path 
from Mair Street to the Splash Park and 
Benalla Lake Trail.
We can’t wait to see this project 
completed and are planning an official 
opening in mid-September. However, 
some services are planned to be open 
to the public by the end of August.
Keep an eye out on our socials for more 
updates and sign up to our new Benalla 
E-Connect e-newsletter!
Until next month,

Cr Bernie Hearn
Mayor

Garden safety 
illuminated
Pathways linking the Bridge Street 
Art Gallery entrance to Wedge 
Street in the Benalla Botanical 
Gardens are once again lit up, with 
the installation of 12 LED lights.
The new lights have replaced old 
infrastructure that was previously 
damaged by vandalism. 
The LED light works were funded 
by the State Government and are 
included in the Lighting the Lake 
project that will see more lighting 
installed around Benalla's iconic 
lake walk. 
These grants are part of the State 
Government’s Building Safer 
Communities program, which aims 
to support Victorian communities 
to address the causes of crime and 
enhance community safety.

Street planting update 
Council has recently commenced the 
annual street tree planting program, 
planting 71 trees. 
Council manages the planting, protection, 
maintenance, and removal of trees on 
public land. We manage approximately 
9,375 street trees, and undertake tree 
removal, footpath and roadside vegetation 
clearance, replanting, watering and tree 
root management.
Tree maintenance is undertaken by a team 
of Council outdoor staff, a qualified arborist 
and various contractors.

Have your say on weeds 
Council is currently developing a weed and 
pest Control Plan for 2023-2026 as part of the 
Roadside Weeds and Pests Program (RWPP).
The RWPP Control Plan will outline Council's 
past efforts and future plans for weed and 
pest management. As the first step in the 
development of the RWPP Control Plan, we are 
seeking input from the community on priority 
weeds, roadsides, or areas for treatment, any 
community-led weed and pest control activities,
and areas where treatment should not occur.
For more information and to have your say visit 
haveyoursay.benalla.vic.gov.au

Receive Council news 
direct to your inbox 
Stay in touch with everything that's happening 
at Council by subscribing to our monthly 
eNewsletter, called Benalla E-Connect. 
Receive the latest 
news about our 
services, programs, 
projects and 
activities, straight to 
your inbox.
Scan the QR code to 
sign up.

New signage for 
lake  walk installed  
New signage has recently been 
installed at the Lake Benalla 
Foreshore, including near the 
Benalla Library (pictured). 
The signage highlights our 
beautiful lake walking trail, the 
region's Silo Art Trail, Benalla 
Street Art offerings and more. 
Milestone plinths have also been 
installed around the lake, to mark 
the 4.25km trail around the lake 
starting at the new Visitor Centre. 
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School holiday 
workshops 
Make memories these spring school holidays with 
a busy line-up of activities, entertainment, and 
attractions. 
Get creative and unleash your inner artist at the 
Benalla Art Gallery, learn a new skill at the Benalla 
Library, or enjoy some well-deserved downtime 
with movie screenings galore at the new Benalla 
Cinema. 
For more information and details on how to book, 
visit benalla.vic.gov.au to view the full School 
Holiday event program. 

Make your own Galaxy Glitter Jar this Friday at the 
Benalla Art Gallery 

Works Update
• New footpaths, road surface 

asphalt improvements and 
maintenance works have been 
completed in Mair Street, out the 
front of the redeveloped Benalla 
Visitor Information Centre. 

• Road resurfacing works have 
been completed from Kent Street 
to the Railway Crossing. 

• Landscaping, including new 
grasses, has been completed 
on nature strips in Mair 
Street, adjacent to the Visitor 
Information Centre. 

• Drainage improvement and 
maintenance works have been 
completed in Hope Street, 
Benalla.

All these important works are 
part of Council's Capital Works 
Program.

Road surface improvements 
along Mair Street.

New grasses and landscaping 
works have been completed in 
Mair Street.

Spring has sprung, 
bringing with it a 
wonderful time of year. 

The redeveloped Visitor 
Information Centre is 
now complete and was 

of� cially opened by Member for Northern 
Victoria Jaclyn Symes MP last Thursday. 

Located on the picturesque foreshore of 
Lake Benalla and within walking distance of 
our CBD, the Visitor Information Centre is a 
gateway to our town and region.

This Visitor Information Centre is a place 
where you can discover our rich history and 
exciting possibilities within Benalla and our 
surrounding townships.

Last week we also launched the brand 
new Benalla Cinema. Whether you're a � lm 
enthusiast or simply seeking an entertaining 
night out, the Benalla Cinema is set to 
become a must-visit destination, offering the 
latest releases in a cozy, modern setting for 
everyone to enjoy.

Our Rural City is growing, and together, we 
are making it a wonderful place to live, visit, 
and enjoy.

Until next month,

Mayor’s 
Message

Cr Bernie Hearn

Mayor
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New VIC of� cially 
open

Seniors Festival: 
October

Free Green Waste 
weekend

Be Connected

Mayor Cr Bernie Hearn and 
member for Northern Victoria, 
Jaclyn Symes MP, of� cially 
opened the Visitor Information 
Centre last Thursday.

The Victorian Seniors Festival returns 
in October with several opportunities 
to participate in free and low-cost 
events. 
Festival events in Benalla and 
surrounds include a Beatles Tribute 
Show, Trivia Morning, Indigenous 
Craft Workshop, and a Ballroom 
Dancing Exhibit, with music and 
afternoon tea. 
Council has also organised 
discounted movie screenings for 
seniors at both the Swanpool Cinema 
and Benalla Cinema. 
Other events include a U3A 
workshop to help seniors navigate 
the internet. 
For more information and to book, 
please visit benalla.vic.gov.au

The Free Green Waste weekend will 
be held again on the last weekend in 
October. 
Residents and ratepayers can bring 
one load of green waste (up to 
300kg) and dispose of it for free at 
the Benalla Land� ll and Resource 
Recovery Centre. 
Green Waste may include prunings, 
grass clippings, leaves and branches. 
The Land� ll will be open from midday 
to 3.45pm on the weekend of 28-29 
October 2023.

The Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop 
Learning Centre (Benalla Library) 
hosts regular tech sessions to 
help seniors gain con� dence using 
technology in small group tutorials. 
Courses suit all levels from beginner 
to more advanced users. 
For more information or to book 
please contact the Library on 
5762 2069.


