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Minutes

Councillors Councillor Danny Claridge (Mayor)
Councillor Peter Davis
Councillor Don Firth
Councillor Bernie Hearn
Councillor Punarji Hewa Gunaratne
Councillor Justin King
Councillor Gail O’'Brien

In attendance Dom Testoni Chief Executive Officer
Robert Barber General Manager Corporate
Adrian Gasperoni Manager Assets and Infrastructure
Greg Robertson Manager Facilities and Information Technology
Jessica Beaton Governance Coordinator

Opening and Acknowledgment of Country

The Chair opened the meeting at 5.30pm and recited the following Acknowledgement of
Country.

We, the Benalla Rural City Council, acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on
which we are meeting. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and to Elders
from other communities who may be here today.

Apologies

No apologies were submitted to the meeting.
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Statement of Commitment

The Councillors recited the following Statement of Commitment:

| declare,

that as a Councillor of Benalla Rural City

I will undertake on every occasion

to carry out my duties in the best interests of the community

and that my conduct shall maintain the standards of our Councillor Code of Conduct
so that | may faithfully represent

and uphold the trust placed in the Council

by the people of Benalla and District.

Governance Matters
The Council Meeting was conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act 2020 and

the Benalla Rural City Council Governance Rules 2020.
Recording of Council Meetings
In accordance with the Governance Rules 2020 clause 6.4 the Council Meeting was audio

recorded and made available for public access, with the exception of matters identified as
confidential items in the agenda.

Disclosures of Conflict of Interest
No conflicts of interest were disclosed to the Chair.

Confirmation of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes were circulated to Councillors and posted on the Council website
www.benalla.vic.gov.au pending confirmation at the meeting.

Cr Davis / Cr King:

That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15 November 2023 be confirmed as
a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Carried
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1. Public Question Time

The Council’'s Governance Rules 2020 provide the opportunity for members of the public to
lodge written questions of broad interest to the Council and the community.

It is noted that Greg Murphy tabled the below question regarding the Benalla Indoor
Recreation Centre (BIRC) Redevelopment Project.

Why was the Benalla Squash and Racquetball Association not informed of nor invited to the
recent meeting held by Council on Thursday November 30th regarding the new sports
stadium to be built?

The Chief Executive Officer answered that the meetings that occurred were held with the
Benalla Indoor Recreation Centre and Churchill Reserve Committees of Management to brief
the committees on the Benalla Indoor Recreation Centre Redevelopment Project. As the
Benalla Squash and Racquetball Association are not members of either Committee of
Management they were not invited.

The Benalla Squash and Racquetball Association will be invited to provide input into the
project with the wider community consultation set to commence in the coming weeks.

It is noted that Jillian Merkel tabled the below questions regarding the Council’s use of
Acknowledgement of Country.

Given Benalla had overwhelming results with 69.8 percent of its constituents voting NO,
rather than aligning Benalla Council with State politics, will you also put it to the vote to axe
the welcome to Country blurb at meetings and on official correspondence, in line with your
residents vote? If not, why not?

The Chief Executive Officer answered that the Council has no plans to axe the welcome to
Country at meetings and on official correspondence. An Acknowledgement of Country is a
way of showing awareness of, and respect for, the Aboriginal Traditional Owners of the land
on which a meeting or event is being held.

Cr King / Cr O’Brien:
That the questions and answers be noted.
Carried

2. Petitions

No petitions were submitted to the Council Meeting.
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Record of Committees

3.1 Recommendations from Finance and Planning Committee

The recommendations of the Finance and Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday
6 December 2023 were provided to Councillors.

Cr Davis / Cr Gunaratne

That the recommendations of the Finance and Planning Committee meeting held on
Wednesday 6 December 2023 be adopted.

Carried

Councillor Berine Hearn joined the meeting at 5.37pm.

3.2 Assemblies of Councillors, Advisory and External Committees

The record of Assemblies of Councillors since the report presented at the meeting on 15
November 2023 were provided to Councillors.

Copies of the Minutes from the following meetings have been provided to councillors under
separate cover.

November 2023
3 November 2023 Lakeside Precinct Accessibility Access Working Group
8 November 2023 Assembly of Councillors — Business Review
15 November 2023 Assembly of Councillors — Homes Victoria Briefing
15 November 2023 Communications Advisory Committee

20 November 2023 Benalla Street Art Advisory Committee

21 November 2023 Audit and Risk Committee

22 November 2023 Assembly of Councillors — Benalla Sports Stadium Briefing

29 November 2023 Assembly of Councillors — Business Review

30 November 2023 Assembly of Councillors — ARTC Inland Rail Briefing

Cr King / Cr Davis:
That the report be noted.
Carried
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Officer Reports

4.1 Draft Annual Financial Report and Draft Performance Statement For The Year
Ended 30 June 2023

The report presented for in principle approval the Annual Financial Report and Performance
Statement for the year ended June 2023.

Cr Hearn / Cr King:

1. That Council approves in principle the Benalla Rural City Council Annual Financial
Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2023 and Benalla Rural City Council
Performance Statement for the Year Ended 30 June 2023.

2. That Mayor Cr Danny Claridge, Cr Bernie Hearn and Chief Executive Officer Dom
Testoni be authorised to certify the Benalla Rural City Council Annual Financial
Report For the Year Ended 30 June 2023 and Benalla Rural City Council
Performance Statement For the Year Ended 30 June 2023 in their final form after
any changes recommended or agreed to by the auditor have been made.

Carried

4.2 2023/24 Quick Response Grants Program and Major Event Funding

The report presented funding applications for 2023/24 Quick Response Grants and Major
Event Funding.

Cr Gunaratne / Cr Davis:

1. That a $500 grant from the 2023/2024 Quick Response Grant program be
allocated to Thoona Memorial Hall and Public Library.

2. That a $2,000 grant from the Major Event Funding program be allocated to
Benalla Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club Inc.

Carried
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4.3 Benalla Indoor Recreation Centre Redevelopment Project

The report outlined the community consultation program for the Benalla Indoor Recreation
Centre (BIRC) Redevelopment project.

Cr Firth / Cr Hearn:

1. That the Benalla Indoor Recreation Centre Redevelopment Project Community
Engagement Plan be adopted.

2. That the Benalla Indoor Recreation Centre Redevelopment Project be placed on
public exhibition for a period of at least 28 days.

Carried

4.4 Benalla Sports and Equestrian Reserve Committee

The report discussed nominations received for appointment to the Benalla Sports and
Equestrian Reserve Committee.

Cr Hearn / Cr Davis:

That the debate on this matter be deferred until the Council Meeting on 14 February
2024 to allow the Benalla Sports and Equestrian Reserve user groups to endorse
their representative on the Benalla Sports and Equestrian Reserve Committee and
the Instrument of Sub-Delegation from the Chief Executive Officer to Community
Asset Committees be updated.

Carried
Cr Davis / Cr Gunaratne:
That standing orders be suspended to allow for discussion on the item.
Carried
Standing orders were suspended at 6.30pm.
Cr Davis / Cr Gunaratne:
That standing orders resume.
Carried

Standing orders resumed at 6.32pm.
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4.5 Council Plan 2021/2025 Action Plan To 30 June 2025

The report presented for consideration actions to be incorporated into the Council Plan 2021-
2025 Action Plan To 30 June 2025.

Cr King / Cr Hearn:

1. That the actions detailed in Appendix 1 be incorporated into the Council Plan
2021-2025 Action Plan To 30 June 2025.

2. That quarterly updates on the status of the actions detailed in Appendix 1 be
reported to the Council.

Carried

4.6 Mayor and Councillors’ Attendance at Committees and Civic Functions

The Mayor and Councillors attendance at meetings and events from the period 6 November
2023 to 10 December 2023 were presented.

It is noted that:

= Councillor Gail O’Brien was not in attendance at the Christmas Celebration and lighting
of the tree on 1 December 2023. The Accessibility Reference Group meeting on 5
December 2023 was cancelled.

= Councillor Punarji Hewa Gunaratne attended the 2023 Benalla Festival Review meeting
on 29 November 2023 and the Finance and Planning Committee meeting on 6 December
2023.

= Councillor Justin King was not in attendance at the Lima school Community Christmas
Catch Up.

= Councillor Bernie Hearn was not in attendance at the Accessibility Reference Group
meeting on 5 December 2023 as it was cancelled.

Cr Firth / Cr King:
That the report be noted.
Carried
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4.7 Council Actions Pending

Council Actions Pending were provided to Councillors.

Cr King / Cr Hearn:
That the report be noted.

Carried

5. Reports by Councillors

Councillor Justin King reported on his attendance at:

=  Christmas Celebration and lighting of the tree at the Benalla Lakeside Precinct on Friday
1 December 2023.

Councillor Don Firth reported on the:

= New access path at the Benalla Lakeside Precinct.

Councillor Danny Claridge reported on his attendance at:
= Benalla Business Coffee Connections on Wednesday 8 November 2023.

= Official opening of the new Benalla Mental Health and Wellbeing Local on Tuesday 21
November 2023.

Cr Davis / Cr King:
That the reports be noted.

Carried
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6. Notices of Motion

No notices of motion were submitted to the meeting.

7. Notices of Rescission Motion

No notices of rescission motion were submitted to the meeting.

8. Urgent Business

No urgent business was submitted to the meeting.

9. Confidential Business

It was proposed that the following items be considered in confidential business pursuant to
the Local Government Act 2020 as they contain personal information or private commercial
information that would result in the unreasonable disclosure of information about a person,
their personal affairs or expose the business, commercial or financial undertaking if released:

9.1  Collaborative Digital Innovation (CODI) Information Management Pricing Update
9.2 Confidential Reports by Councillors

9.3 Confidential Council Actions Pending

Cr King / Cr O’Brien:

That the meeting be closed to the public for the consideration of the confidential
business item noted above pursuant to Sections 3(1) and Section 66(2)(a) of the
Local Government Act 2020.

Carried

BENALLA RURAL CITY COUNCIL 1"




Minutes — Council Meeting

13 December 2023

10. Reopening of the meeting to the public

Cr O’Brien / Cr Davis:
That the meeting be reopened to the public.

Carried
Closure of the meeting
The Council Meeting closed at 6.52pm.
The Minutes were confirmed-on the fourteenth day of February 2024.
Signed:
“Wayor Danny Cllé/idge
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