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Background

Event Funding is one of four funding streams
under Benalla Rural City Council’s Annual
Grants Program.

The Annual Grants Program supports projects
and activities that will assist in building healthy,
vibrant and sustainable communities across
the municipality. The four funding streams
include:

1. Quick Response Grants

2. Community Grants

3. Social Connection Grants
4. Event Funding Program

Event Funding Program

Have a bold idea that can bring people
together and put Benalla Rural City in the
spotlight? Council’s Event Funding Program is
designed to help turn great events into
memorable experiences that energise our
community and attract visitors.

The program supports local and external event
organisers to deliver high-quality events that
create measurable economic benefits,
strengthen community connections, and
enhance the vibrancy and liveability of Benalla
Rural City.

Successful applicants can access funding in
two tiers:

Up to $3,000 for major events that attract
greater than 1000 visitors.

Up to $1,500 for minor events that attract less
than 1000 visitors.

Both tiers help bring eligible events to life,
supporting everything from planning to
delivery.

If your event has the potential to draw
audiences, showcase our region, and leave a
lasting impression, this program is your
opportunity to make it happen.

All applications must be submitted at a
minimum 8 weeks before the event to allow
for approvals.

Process overview

Applications are open year-round until the
funding pool is expended.

Applications are assessed by the Tourism and
Events Officer. The recommendations are then
tabled for approval at a Council meeting.

Council in-kind

Council can also provide in-kind
contributions to your event e.g. event
equipment, road closure costs and Council
owned venue hire.

All requests for in-kind contributions from
Council must be approved and included in
your application. Any in-kind contributions
requested from Council must be included in
the total amount you are applying for which
cannot exceed the grant limit.

For example, if you are requesting the
maximum of $3,000 for an Event Grant and
request a $1,000 Council in-kind
contribution for venue hire, Council’s
contribution would be in-kind to the value of
$1,000 and grant funds (cash) to the value
of $2,000.



Eligibility

Eligible Applicants

To be eligible to apply for Event
Funding Grant applicants must:

be incorporated community based
and not-for-profit groups and
organisations

be auspiced by an incorporated
organisation (if organised is
unincorporated)

be based or deliver the event within
the Benalla Rural City municipality

hold relevant insurances to
administer the event

Eligible Applications are for events
that:

Have the potential to raise the
awareness of Benalla Rural City as a
destination and showcase its facilities
and attractions

Encourage overnight stays in the
municipality, maximize visitor yield
and/or promote repeat visitation

Provide an opportunity for a significant
injection of new money into the
municipality

Provide economic benefit to local
business

Provide opportunities for social benefit
to the local community

Have the potential to become financially
sustainable without Council support

Comply with all relevant regulations
and Council requirements including
event permits, local laws, insurances,
risk management plans and traffic
management plans

Funding Exclusions

3

Individuals

Individual businesses, government
agencies, political groups, religious
groups and organisations and national
and international service clubs
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= Applicants who have not
satisfactorily acquitted previous
Council grants or who have
outstanding debts to the Council

= Have the majority of revenue
coming from the Council

= Are private functions
= Are outside Benalla Rural City

= Generate financial profits for commercial
companies and/or individuals

= Pay staff wages and salaries out of
the Council’s funding

= Are of a religious or political nature

= Are completed or events that have
already begun.

= Operational expenses such as
insurance or utility expenses.

Assessment Criteria

Applications will be assessed against the
points under the Eligible Applications
section.

Funding Terms and Conditions

= Applications must be submitted
through Benalla Rural City Council
online grants portal.

= Applicants can only apply once within
a financial year.

= A member of the organisation’s
executive must sign the application.

= All funding must be used for the
purposes outlined in the application.

= Any variation to the use of the grant
funding much be approved by Council.

= Successful applicants must complete
an acquittal with evidence that the grant
funding has been used for the purpose
described in the application within three
months of the event being held.

= Successful applicants will be required to
demonstrate project outcomes through
photos, reports, media releases,
testimonials, etc.


https://benalla.smartygrants.com.au/

The financial support provided by
Council must be acknowledged
wherever possible.

Successful organisations agree to the
Council using information from their
project in its Annual Report and other
Council publications.

Applicants must indicate all other sources
of funding they have sought and/or
received in relation to the project.

Quotes are to be included where the
purchase of goods and services form
part of the proposal.

Wherever possible goods and
services should be purchased from
providers based in Benalla Rural
City.

Applicants must also detail the
financial status of their organisation to
assist in the fair and equitable
allocation of Council funding.

All applicants are required to list their
event on the Australian Tourism
Data Warehouse (ATDW), a free
and easy-to-use platform that
significantly amplifies your event’s
reach.

An ATDW listing automatically promotes
your event across Visit Victoria, the
Victoria’s High Country website and app,
Enjoy Benalla, and more than 60
additional tourism and event websites.
This powerful distribution network
ensures your event is seen by a wide and
diverse audience, turning local ideas into
region-wide and state-wide discoveries.
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Online Application and Further
Information

We encourage anyone considering
applying for this grant to discuss their
application with the Tourism and Events
Officer on 5760 2600 or via email
events@benalla.vic.gov.au

You can find the online application and
more information about the grants
program at
https://www.benalla.vic.gov.au/community/
get-involved/community-grants-and-

funding/



mailto:events@benalla.vic.gov.au
https://www.benalla.vic.gov.au/community/get-involved/community-grants-and-funding/
https://www.benalla.vic.gov.au/community/get-involved/community-grants-and-funding/
https://www.benalla.vic.gov.au/community/get-involved/community-grants-and-funding/

	Background
	Event Funding Program
	Process overview

	Eligibility
	Funding Terms and Conditions
	Online Application and Further Information



