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Minutes

Chair Councillor David Blore
Councillors Councillor Bernie Hearn (Mayor)
Councillor Justin King (Deputy Mayor)
Councillor Vince Branigan
Councillor Peter Davis
Councillor Puna Hewa Gunaratne
Councillor Jillian Merkel
In attendance Robert Barber Acting Chief Executive Officer
Cathy Fitzpatrick Manager Finance
Adrian Gasperoni Manager Assets and Infrastructure
Tessa Petrides Governance Coordinator

Opening and Acknowledgement of Country

The Chair opened the meeting at 6pm and recited the following Acknowledgement of
Country.

We, the Benalla Rural City Council, acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on
which we are meeting. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and to Elders
from other communities who may be here today.

Apologies

No apologies were submitted to the meeting.

Governance Matters

This Committee Meeting was conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act 2020
and the Benalla Rural City Council Governance Rules 2020.
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Recording of Council Meetings

In accordance with Rule 6.4 of the Governance Rules 2020 the Committee Meeting was
livestreamed via the Council’s website. An audio recording was made of the proceedings and
made available for public access, with the exception of matters identified as confidential
items in the agenda.

Members of the public can watch the live broadcast of the meeting at www.benalla.vic.gov.au

Disclosures of Conflict of Interest

No conflicts of interest were disclosed.

Confirmation of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes were circulated to Councillors and posted on the Council website
www.benalla.vic.gov.au pending confirmation at this meeting.

Cr Davis / Cr Merkel:

That the Minutes of the Finance and Planning Committee meeting held on
Wednesday 10 June 2026 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Carried
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Business
1. Proposed 2026/27 Budget — Consideration of Submissions

The report considered submissions on the proposed 2026/27 Budget.

Cr Gunaratne / Cr Branigan:
1. That the report be noted.

2. That the proposed Benalla Rural City Council 2026/27 Budget Fees and
Charges be amended to increase Benalla Cinema Admission Charges, Benalla
Cinema Memberships, Benalla Cinema Group Packages and Benalla Cinema
Fundraiser by 11 percent, rounded to the nearest 50 cents.

3. That all Benalla Rural City Council Fees and Charges be reviewed as part of the
2026/27 Budget Mid-Year Review and Forecast Process.

Motion Defeated

A division of the vote was called.

Votes recorded in favour of the motion:
Councillor Puna Hewa Gunaratne

Councillor Vince Branigan

Votes recorded against the motion:
Councillor Bernie Hearn

Councillor Justin King

Councillor David Blore

Councillor Peter Davis

Councillor Jillian Merkel

The motion was defeated.

Cr Hearn / Cr Davis:
1.  That the report be noted.

2. That as part of the Benalla Rural City Council 2026/27 Budget Mid-Year review,
an analysis of Benalla Rural City Council Fees and Charges compared to
similar services provided by like municipalities be presented to the Council.

Carried

53

Benalla Rural City Council | Additional Finance and Planning Committee Meeting — 17 June 2024 Page 5 of 6




2. Draft Road Safety Strategy and Action Plan 2025-2030 — Consideration of
Submissions

The report considered the submission received during the public exhibition of the draft Road
Safety Strategy and Action Plan 2025-2030.

Cr Hearn / Cr Gunaratne:
That the report be noted.
Carried

3. Draft Active Transport Plan 2025-2030 — Consideration of Submissions

The report considered the submissions received during the public exhibition of the draft
Active Transport Plan 2025-2030.

Cr King / Cr Merkel:
That the report be noted.
Carried

4. Urgent Business

No urgent business was submitted.

Closure of Meeting

The meeting closed at 6.42pm.

The minutes were confirmed on Wednesday 22 July 2026.

Signed: %&Mﬂ

Cr David Blore — Chair
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