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Minutes 
Chair Councillor David Blore 

Councillors Councillor Bernie Hearn (Mayor) 

Councillor Justin King (Deputy Mayor) 

Councillor Vince Branigan 

Councillor Peter Davis 

Councillor Puna Gunaratne 

Councillor Jillian Merkel 

In attendance Peter Keane Chief Executive Officer 

Robert Barber General Manager Corporate 

Courtney Naughton Manager Economic Development and Sustainability 

Tessa Petrides Governance Coordinator 

Opening and Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6.02pm and recited the following Acknowledgement of 

Country. 

We, the Benalla Rural City Council, acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on 
which we are meeting. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and to Elders 

from other communities who may be here today. 

Apologies 

No apologies were submitted to the meeting. 

Governance Matters 

This Committee Meeting was conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act 2020 

and the Benalla Rural City Council Governance Rules 2020. 

cD 
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Recording of Council Meetings 

In accordance with Rule 6.4 of the Governance Rules 2020 the Committee Meeting was 

livestreamed via the Council’s website. An audio recording was made of the proceedings and 
made available for public access, with the exception of matters identified as confidential 

items in the agenda. 

Members of the public can watch the recorded broadcast of the meeting at 

www.benalla.vic.gov.au 

Disclosures of Conflict of Interest 

No conflicts of interest were disclosed. 

Confirmation of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes were circulated to Councillors and posted on the Council website 

www.benalla.vic.gov.au pending confirmation at this meeting. 

Cr King / Cr Gunaratne: 

That the Minutes of the Finance and Planning Committee meeting held on 
Wednesday 17 June 2026 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

Carried 

lok 
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Business 

1. Petition: Proposed Nioka Solar Project 

The report provided a briefing and an opportunity to hear submissions from representatives 

of the petitioners in relation to the petition previously tabled concerning the proposed Nioka 

Solar Project, including the associated Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and related 

renewable energy infrastructure. 

It is noted that the following people addressed the committee in relation to this item: 

=» = Mr Mick Polwarth 

« Mr Ant Foubister. 

Cr Davis / Cr Branigan 

That an extension of three minutes be granted to Mr Mick Polwarth. 

Carried 

Cr King / Cr Davis: 

That Council amend the Urgent Business adopted motion of 24 June 2026 to: 

1. That Benalla Rural City Council writes to the Hon. Lily D'Ambrosio, Minister for 

Energy and Resources and Alistair Parker VicGrid CEO rejecting the current 
proposed Central North Renewable Energy Zone within the Benalla Local 

Government Area (LGA), on the following grounds: 

= The footprint of the proposed plan would assume the consumption of a 

greater area of farming and regional land in the Benalla Electorate. 

= Impact on rural communities and the social fabric. 

= The impact on farming, including both agricultural and livestock enterprises. 

= The impact on neighbouring farmland and the broader Benalla community. 

= That Benalla Rural City LGA already has approximately 9 percent of the 

proposed North Central Zone land currently in operation, committed, or 

pending approval, for solar farm and battery Energy Storage system 

developments. 

2. That Benalla Rural City Council acknowledges the concerns and views raised by 
members of the community regarding current and future solar farm developments 

within the Benalla municipality, and advocates to the relevant planning and 

approval authorities that these community perspectives be given appropriate 

consideration as part of any assessment and approval process. 

3. That Benalla Rural City Council write to the Hon. Lily D'Ambrosio, Minister for 
Energy and Resources, seeking active engagement of the Benalla Rural City 

Council municipality in the planning and development framework of the proposed 
Central North Renewable Energy Zone and requesting opportunities for greater 

local input into future planning and approval processes, considering the Benalla 

Rural City Council footprint within said plan and the density of existing and 
currently planned developments in the municipality. Eas 
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4. The Benalla Rural City Council investigate the potential of forming a Renewable 
Energy Zone Coalition between Wangaratta Rural City, Greater Shepparton City, 

Campaspe Shire and City of Greater Bendigo councils to advocate and lobby the 

State Government on renewable energy policy, legislation and regulatory 

requirements. 

5. The Benalla Rural City Council regularly meet with appointed representatives of 

the Glenrowan West and Goorambat community groups to consult and inform on 

all matters related to Solar Farms and Battery Energy Storage Systems within the 

Benalla Rural City. 

6. That Benalla Rural City Council writes to: 

= The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny, Minister for Planning 

= The Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio, Minister for Energy and Resources 

= The Hon. Enver Erdogan, Minister for Environment 

= The Hon. Michaela Settle, Minister for Agriculture 

=» The Hon. Jaclyn Symes, Treasurer of Victoria 

# Mrs Annabelle Cleeland MP, Member for Euroa 

=» Ms Kim O’Keeffe MP, Member for Shepparton 

«» Mr Tim McCurdy MP, Member for Ovens Valley 

=» Mr David Southwick MP, Shadow Minister for Planning 

= The Hon. David Davis MP, Shadow Minister for Energy and Emissions 

Reduction 

=» Mr Nick McGowan MP, Shadow Minister for Environment 

=» Mrs Gaelle Broad MP, Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Development 

and Agriculture 

= The Hon. Wendy Lovell MP, Deputy President of the Legislative Council 

= Ms Rikkie-Lee Tyrrell MP, Member of the Legislative Council 

= Ms Georgie Purcell MP, Member of the Legislative Council; 

and any relevant Federally elected members outlining the range of community 

views and concerns raised regarding further solar farm and battery energy 

storage developments within the municipality. 

Carried 

A division of the vote was called. 

Votes recorded in favour of the motion: 

Councillor Bernie Hearn 

Councillor Justin King 

Councillor Vince Branigan 

Councillor Peter Davis 

Councillor Puna Gunaratne 

Councillor Jillian Merkel TA 
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Votes recorded against the motion: 

Councillor David Blore 

The motion was carried. 

2. 2026/27 Quick Response Grants Program 

The report presented funding applications for 2026/27 Quick Response Grants. 

Cr Hearn / Cr Merkel: 

That a $750 grant from the 2026/2027 Quick Response Grant program be awarded to 

the Lurg Hall and Reserve Committee of Management. 

Carried 

3. Australia Day Advisory Committee 

The report presented the nominations for the position of Chair for the Australia Day Advisory 

Committee for the 2026/27 committee year. 

Cr King / Cr Branigan: 

That Cr Bernie Hearn be appointed as the Chair of the Australia Day Advisory 

Committee to 31 May 2027. 

Carried 

4. Benalla Festival Advisory Committee Nomination 

The report discussed community member nominations received for the Benalla Festival 

Advisory Committee. 

Cr Branigan / Cr King: 

That Tiffany Nicholas be appointed to the Benalla Festival Advisory Committee as a 

Community Representative for a three-year term from 23 July 2026 to 22 July 2029. 

Carried 

SS 
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5. Investment Policy 

The report presented for adoption the updated CP 29 Investment Policy. 

Cr Gunaratne / Cr Hearn: 

1. That CP 29 Investment Policy be adopted. 

2. That CP 29 Investment Policy be reviewed by 31 July 2030. 

Carried 

6. Urgent Business 

No urgent business was submitted to the meeting. 

Closure of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 6.53pm. 

The minutes were confirmed on the 29" of July 2026. 

Signed: GBS — 
Cr David Blore — Chair 
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